408                                  Ccesar
uation did not allow of trifling With such people nothing could be done, and peace could be won only by the sword By an edict of his own he restored the children of the victims of Sylla's proscription to their civil lights and their estates, the usurpers being mostly in Pompey's camp The assembly of the people voted him the money in the treasury Metellus, a tribune in Pompey's interest, forbade the opening of the doors, but he was pushed out of the way Caesar took such money as he needed, and went with his best speed to join his troops in Gaul.
His singular gentleness had encouraged the opposition to him in Rome    In Gaul he encoun-
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tered another result of his forbearance more practically trying The Gauls themselves, though so lately conqueied m so desperate a struggle, remained quiet Then, if ever, they had an opportunity of reasserting tbeir independence They not only did not take advantage of it, but, as if they disdained the unworthy treatment of their great enemy, each tnbe sent him, at his request, a body of horse, led by the bravest of their chiefs His difficulty came from a more tainted source Marseilles, the most important port in the western Mediterranean, the gate through which the trade of the piovince passed in and out, had revolted to Pompey Domitius Ahenobarbus, who had been dismissed at Corfimum, had been dispatched to encourage and assist the townspeople with a squadron of Pompey's fleet When Csesar airived, Marseilles closed its gates, and refused to receive him He could not afford to leave behind him an open door into the province, and he could ill spare troops for a siege Afianms and Petreius weie already over the Ebro with 30,000 legionanes and with nearly twice